
Emmanuel Agbovi 

Nominee for Central Division Director 

Growing up in Africa has taught me the importance of family and the meaning of community.  
Life wasn’t easy but one constant was the sense of togetherness.  There is a saying in Africa, 
“a family is like a forest, when you are outside looking in, it is dense, but when you are inside 
you see that each tree has its place and contributes to the growth and development.”  
Toastmasters International, especially our District 10, has become like a forest for me and for 
that reason I decided to join this esteemed group of candidates as our Central Division 
Director. I am excited about the 2020-2021 Toastmaster year and eager to contribute to its 
advancement. 

I come from a very large family, which can be a blessing and a curse which is a story 
for another day. Although we were together, our lack of resources and opportunity for 
education took its toll on our future capabilities. For those who have met me or heard me 
speak, you know already I am very passionate about education, especially education in 
Africa. I was blessed and fortunate enough to come to the U.S in pursuit of my education and 
had the opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Science Degree in Telecommunications Systems 
Management, a Master of Science Degree in Management of Technology and a Master of 
Business Administration (MBA). I’m very thankful for everything, and the opportunities I have 
here in the U.S through my education, my professional career and as a member of 
Toastmasters International allows me to provide necessary resources to students in Africa so 
they can pursue and complete their education. Last year, my wife and I, in partnership with 
some of our friends have completed the construction of an elementary school in Togo, West 
Africa. Another building project will hopefully start sometime next year. 

The development, education and empowerment undertakings in Africa were part of my HPL 
(High Performance Leadership) project. I have created a set of bylaws, assembled a Board of 
Directors and received my article of incorporation. As of October of 2019, we obtained 
501(c)(3) status as tax-exempt Non-Profit Organization to pursue further the mission and 
vision of community development and empowerment through education.  

Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.” I personally believe that, and I can tell you from experience that 
Toastmaster has molded me into a better communicator, a better leader and I am more 
equipped to make a positive impact in this world.   

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” – African Proverb.  
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